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H; 50 Chess Endgames

Benko Chess IM & FIDE trainer Petar Benkovic

In this book "50 Chess Endgames" you will
find basic and the most important chess
endgames, which are useful for everybody. |
will not go into the deep analysis but | will
give you main solutions, and if you want to
study it more you can analyze by yourself.

CHESS QUOTE

"After a bad opening, there is hope for the
middle game. After a bad middle game,
there is hope for the endgame. But once you
are in the endgame, the moment of truth
has arrived." - Edmar Mednis

Best wishes, 12.10.2022.
Petar Benkovic
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The Key Squares / Opposition

1.Ke5 [1.Kc5 Kc7! 2.d5 Kd7
3.d6 Kd8! 4.Kc6 Kc8 5.d7+ Kd8
6.Kd6 %—Y% (Stalemate)]
1...Ke7![1...Kc7?? 2.Ke6!+-]
2.d5 Kd7 3.d6 Kd8! 4.Ke6 Ke8
5.d7+ Kd8 6.Kd6 2—%
(Stalemate)

https://benkochess.wixsite.com/pbenkovic
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The Key Squares / Opposition

1...Ke7 [1...Kc7 2.Ke6! Kd8
3.Kd6 Ke8 4.Kc7 Ke7 5.d5 Ke8
6.d6 Kf7 7.d7 Ke6 8.d8Q+—]
2.Kc6! Kd8 3.Kd6 Kc8 4.Ke7
Kc7 5.d5 Kc8 6.d6 Kb7 7.d7
Kc6 8.d8Q 1-0

https://benkochess.wixsite.com/pbenkovic
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Gain a Tempo / Opposition

1.e4! Kd7 [1...Kf7 2.Kd6! Kf6
3.e5+ Kf7 4.Kd7+-] 2.Kf6! Ke8
3.Ke6 Kf8 4.Kd7 Kf7 5.e5 Kf8
6.e6 Kg7 7.e7 Kf6 8.e8Q 1-0

https://benkochess.wixsite.com/pbenkovic
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Theoretical Draw with Rook's Pawn / Stalemate

1.Kg6 Kg8 2.h4 Kh8 3.h5 Kg8
4.h6 Kh8 5.h7 2-%
(Stalemate)

https://benkochess.wixsite.com/pbenkovic
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The King on the 6th rank / Win, no matter who moves

1.Kh6! [1.Kf6 Kh7! 2.Kf7!
(2.g6+?? Kh8 3.g7+ Kg8 4.Kgb
Y%~V (Stalemate)) 2...Kh8
3.Kgb Kg8 4.Kh6!+—] 1...Kh8
2.g6 Kg8 3.g7 Kf7 4.Kh7 Kf6
5.88Q 1-0

https://benkochess.wixsite.com/pbenkovic
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Winning move 1.b5! / Fix the Pawn on the 6th rank

1.b5! [1.Kd6?? b5! 2.Kc5 Kb8!
(2...Kb7? 3.Kxb5!+—) 3.Kxb5
Kb7!4.Kc5 Kc7! 5.b5 Kb7 6.b6
Kb8! 7.Kc6 Kc8 8.b7+ Kb8
9.Kb6 %:—: (Stalemate)]
1...Kb7 2.Kd7 Kb8 3.Kc6 Ka7
4.Kc7 Ka8 5.Kxb6 Kb8 6.Kab6!
Ka8 7.b6 Kb8 8.b7 Kc7 9.Ka7
Kc6 10.b8Q 1-0

https://benkochess.wixsite.com/pbenkovic
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1.f4! / Don't allow Black to Fix the Pawn on the 3th rank

1.f4! [1.Kf27?? f4!1—+] 1...Ked
2.Kf1! Kxf4 3.Kf2! Kg4 4.Kg2
f4 5.Kf2 3 6.Kf1 Kg3 7.Kgl
f2+ 8.Kf1 Kf3 %24 (Stalemate)

https://benkochess.wixsite.com/pbenkovic
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A Pawn Sacrifice / Short Opposition

1.e5!! fxe5 2.Kg2! Kf4 3.Kf2
Ke4 [3...e4 4.Ke2 e3 5.Kel!=]
4.Ke2 Kd4 5.Kd2 e4 6.Ke2 e3
7.Kel! Kd3 8.Kd1 e2+ 9.Kel
Ke3 %~ (Stalemate)

https://benkochess.wixsite.com/pbenkovic
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A Pawn Sacrifice / Distant Opposition

1.e5!! fxe5 2.Kgl! [2.Kg2??
Kga! 3.Kf2 Kf4 4.Ke2 Ked
5.Kd2 Kf3—+] 2...Kg5 [2...Kg4
3.Kg2!=] 3.Kf1! Kf5 [3...Kf4
4.Kf2!=] 4.Kel! Ke4 5.Ke2 Kf4
6.Kf2 e4 7.Ke2 e3 8.Kel Kf3
9.Kf1 e2+ 10.Kel Ke3 2—Y%
(Stalemate)

https://benkochess.wixsite.com/pbenkovic
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King Geometry / The Rule of the Square

1.Kg7! h4 2.Kf6 Kb6 [2...h3
3.Ke7 h2 4.c7 h1Q 5.c8Q+=]
3.Ke5 h3 [3...Kxc6 4.Kf4 h3
5.Kg3 h2 6.Kxh2=] 4.Kd6 h2
5.c7 h1Q 6.c8Q %»—%

https://benkochess.wixsite.com/pbenkovic
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King Geometry / Bodycheck

1.Ke6! [1.Ke77? Kc3 2.Kd7 Kd4
3.Kc7 Kd5 4.Kb7 Kd6 5.Kxa7
Kc7=] 1...Kc3 2.Kd5! Kd3
3.Kc6 Kd4 4.Kb7 Kd5 5.Kxa7
Kc6 6.Kb8 1-0

https://benkochess.wixsite.com/pbenkovic
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Triangulation / Losing a Tempo

1.Kd4! Kd8 2.Kc4! Kc8
[2...Kc77?? 3.Kc5! Kc8 4.Kb6
Kb8 5.Kxa6+—] 3.Kd5 Kd8
[3...Kc7 4.Kc5! Kc8 5.Kb6+—]
4.Kd6! Kc8 5.c7 Kb7 6.Kd7
Ka7 7.Kc6! Ka8 8.c8Q+ Ka7
9.Qb7# 1-0

https://benkochess.wixsite.com/pbenkovic
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Pawn Breakthrough / Creating a passed Pawn

1.b6!! cxb6 [1...axb6 2.c6!
bxc6 3.a6 b5 4.a7 b4 5.a8Q+—]
2.a6! bxa6 3.c6 a5 4.c7 a4
5.c8Q 1-0

https://benkochess.wixsite.com/pbenkovic
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The Knight vs Rook's Pawn / Theoretical Draw

1.Kg6 Nf8+ 2.Kg7 [2.Kf7 Nh7
3.Kg7 Ng5 4.Kg6 Ne6 5.h7
Nf8+ 6.Kg7 Nxh7 7.Kxh7 %—%]
2...Ne6+ 3.Kf7 Ng5+ 4.Kg6
Ne6 5.h7 Nf8+ 6.Kg7 Nxh7
7.Kxh7 %%

https://benkochess.wixsite.com/pbenkovic
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Stamma's Mate / Black King is trapped in the Corner

1.Kf1! Kh1 2.Kf2 Kh2 [2...h27??
3.Ng3#] 3.Nd4 Kh1 4.Nf5 Kh2
5.Ne3 Kh1 6.Nfl h2 7.Ng3#
1-0

https://benkochess.wixsite.com/pbenkovic 1 5
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The Knight can't lose a Tempo / Theoretical Draw

1...Kf8! [1...Kf7?? 2.Neb6 Kxeb
3.Kg7 Kf5 4.h8Q+-] 2.Neb+
Kf7 3.Nf4 Kf8 4.Ng6+ Kf7
5.Ne5+ Kf8=

https://benkochess.wixsite.com/pbenkovic
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A brilliant and impressive study by Sam Lloyd

1.Bd7! [1.Bc6+?? Kgl 2.Bd5
Ng2+—+] 1...h2 2.Bc6+ Kgl
[2...Nf3+ 3.Ke2 h1Q 4.Bxf3+
Kgl 5.Bxh1 Kxh1l %-%]
3.Bh1!! Kxh1 [3...Ng2+ 4.Ke2
Nf4+ 5.Kel=] 4.Kf2 [4.Kf1?
Nf5 5.Kf2 Ng3—+] 4...Nf3 5.Kf1
Nd2+ 6.Kf2 Ned+ 7.Kf1 12—V

https://benkochess.wixsite.com/pbenkovic 1 7
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The Knight protect h7 Pawn / Theoretical Draw

1.Ke5 Kh8! 2.Kf5 [2.Kf6 5—V4
(Stalemate)] 2...Kg7 3.Kg4
[3.Nf7 Kxh7 %-%] 3...Kh8!
4.Kh4 Kg7 5.Kh5 Kh8 6.Kh6
Y=Y (Stalemate)

https://benkochess.wixsite.com/pbenkovic
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Wrong Coloured Bishop / Theoretical Draw

1.h6 Kh7 2.Bd3+ Kg8 3.Kgb
Kh8 4.h7 %~ (Stalemate)

https://benkochess.wixsite.com/pbenkovic
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Gioacchino Greco / Black to play and draw

1...Ral+ 2.Rf1l Rxfl+! 3.Kxf1
Bh3!! 4.gxh3 [4.Kf2 Bxg2!
5.Kxg2 Kh6=] 4...Kh6 5.Kf2
Kh7 6.Kg3 Kh8 %-¥%
(Theoretical Draw)

https://benkochess.wixsite.com/pbenkovic 20
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Stalemate in the Corner / Bad Bishop on h7

1.Kg5 Kh8! 2.Kf5 [2.Bg8 Kxg8
3.Kh6 Kh8! 4.g7+ Kg8 5.Kgb
¥%—Y%] 2...Kg7 3.Ke6 Kh8 4.Bg8
[4.Kf7 ¥o=Y] 4...Kxg8 5.Kf6 Kf8
6.87+ Kg8 7.Kgb -2
(Stalemate)

https://benkochess.wixsite.com/pbenkovic
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Same-Coloured Bishop / The Centurini Position

1.Bh4 Kb6 [1...Bf4 2.Bf2 Be5
3.Ba7 Bf4 4.Bb8 Be3 5.Be5
Ba7 6.Bd4 Bxd4 7.b8Q+-]
2.Bf2+ Kab 3.Bc5! Bg3 4.Be?7
Kb6 5.Bd8+ Kc6 6.Bh4! Bh2
7.Bf2 Kb5 8.Ba7 Kc6 9.Bb8
Bgl 10.Be5 Ba7 11.Bd4 Bxd4
12.b8Q 1-0

https://benkochess.wixsite.com/pbenkovic 22
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The black Bishop moves on two diagonals (a4-e8) and (h3-c8)

1.Bd7 Bfl 2.Bg4 Bb5! 3.Bd7
Be2 4.Bc6 Bg4! V.-

https://benkochess.wixsite.com/pbenkovic
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The black Bishop has only diagonal (h1-a8)

1.Bc8 Be4 2.Bb7 Bd3 [2...Bf5
3.Bf3 Bc8 4.Be2! Kb4 5.Bab+—]
3.Bf3 Ba6 4.Bg4! Kb5 5.Be2+
Kc5 6.Bxab 1-0

https://benkochess.wixsite.com/pbenkovic
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Rook vs Pawn / Cut-off the 5th rank

1.Rg5!! a4 2.Kg7 a3 3.Rg3! a2
4.Ra3 1-0

https://benkochess.wixsite.com/pbenkovic
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Rook vs Pawn / Stalemate in the Corner

1.Rh2+ Kb1! [1...Kc1 2.Kc3
bIN+! 3.Kd3 Na3 4.Ra2
Nb1!=] 2.Kb3 Kal! 3.Rxb2
Y=Y (Stalemate)

https://benkochess.wixsite.com/pbenkovic
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Rook vs Pawn / Pawn promotion in the Corner

1.Kc4 a2 2.Kb3 alN+ [2...a1Q
3.Rel#] 3.Kc3 Nc2 [3...Ka2
4.Rb4 Ka3 5.Rb2+—] 4.Re2
Na3 5.Kb3 1-0

https://benkochess.wixsite.com/pbenkovic
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Rook vs Pawn / Bodycheck

1...Kf1! [1...Kd1?? 2.Kf2 d2
3.Rd8 Kc2 4.Ke2 d1Q+
5.Rxd1+-] 2.Rd8 Ke2 3.Kg2 d2
4.Re8+ Kd3! 5.Rd8+ Ke2
6.Re8+ Kd3 7.Kf2 d1Q 8.Rd8+
Kc2 9.Rxd1 Kxd1 »2—%

https://benkochess.wixsite.com/pbenkovic 28
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Rook vs Pawn / Gaining a Tempo

1.Rd8+! Kc2 2.Ke2 Kb2 3.Kd3
c2 4.Rb8+! Kc1 5.Rc8 Kbl
6.Rxc2 1-0

https://benkochess.wixsite.com/pbenkovic
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Rook vs Pawn / The King goes to opposite side

1.Ke6! e3 2.Kd5 Kf3 3.Kd4 e2
4.Kd3 Kf2 5.Rxe2+ 1-0

https://benkochess.wixsite.com/pbenkovic
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Rook vs Pawn / Richard Reti's study

1.Re2! [1.Rel? e4! 2.Ke7
(2.Rf1+ Kg4! 3.Keb e3 4.Ke5
e2 5.Ral Kf3 6.Kd4 Kf2=)
2...Ke5! Zugzwang 3.Kd7 Kd5!
4.Ke7 Ke5!=; 1.Re3!+-] 1...e4
2.Rel! Ke5 3.Ke7! Zugzwang
3...Kf4 [3...Kd4 4.Kf6+-] 4.Kd6
Kf3 5.Kd5 e3 6.Kd4 e2 7.Kd3
1-0

https://benkochess.wixsite.com/pbenkovic
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Rook vs Pawn / The Saavedra position

1.c7 Rd6+ 2.Kb5! [2.Kb77??
Rd7!=; 2.Kc57?? Rd1!=]
2...Rd5+ 3.Kb4! Rd4+ 4.Kb3
Rd3+ 5.Kc2! Rd4! 6.c8R!!
[6.c8Q7?7? Rc4+ 7.Qxc4=
Stalemate] 6...Ra4 7.Kb3! Ra7
8.Rcl# 1-0

https://benkochess.wixsite.com/pbenkovic 32



https://benkochess.wixsite.com/pbenkovic

Rook and Pawn vs Rook / The Philidor position

1...Rb6! 2.Rc7 Ra6 3.Rb7 Rc6
4.f6 Rcl! 5.Kgb Rgl+ 6.Kf5
Rfl+ 7.Ke6 Rel+ 2%

https://benkochess.wixsite.com/pbenkovic
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Rook and Pawn vs Rook / Karstedt's draw

1.Kg6 Rf1! 2.Ra8+ Ke7 3.Ra7+
Kf8 4.Kf6 Kg8! [4...Ke8??
5.Ra8+ Kd7 6.Rf8! Rh1 7.Kg7
Rgl+ 8.Kf7 Rh1 9.f6+—] 5.Ra8+
Kh7 6.Rf8 Ral! 7.Ke6 Rab6+
8.Ke7 Ra7+ V>=%

https://benkochess.wixsite.com/pbenkovic
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Rook and Pawn vs Rook / The Lucena position

1.Rd1+ Kc7 [1...Ke6 2.Ke8+—;
1...Kc6 2.Rd4 Kc5 3.Rd7+-]
2.Rd4! Rgl 3.Ke7 Rel+ 4.Kf6
Rf1+ 5.Ke6 Rel+ [5...Rf2
6.Rd5 Rf1 7.Rf5+—] 6.Kf5 Rf1+
7.Rf4 1-0

https://benkochess.wixsite.com/pbenkovic
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Rook and Pawn vs Rook / Tarrasch's drawing position

1...Ra8! 2.Rd6 [2.Rb7 Kgb!
3.Kd6 Kf6 4.e7 Kf7 5.Kd7 Re8!
6.Kd6 Ra8! 7.Kd7 Re8!=]
2...Kg6!! [2...Ral?? 3.Ke8!+—;
2...Ra7+?? 3.Ke8!+—; 2...Rb8??
3.Rd8 Rb7+ 4.Kd6+—] 3.Rc6
Kg7! 4.Rc7 Kgb! 5.Rb7 Kg7
6.Rd7 Kgb 7.Kd6 Kf6 8.Rf7+
Kgb=

https://benkochess.wixsite.com/pbenkovic
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Queen vs Pawn / Pawn promotion

1.Kf3! [1.Kg3? fIN+=] 1...f1Q+
2.Kg3 1-0

https://benkochess.wixsite.com/pbenkovic
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Queen vs Pawn / Pawn promotion

1.Qb8+ Kc2 2.Qe5! Kbl
3.Qel+ Kb2 4.Qd2+ Kbl
5.Kb4! a1Q 6.Kb3 Qc3+
7.Kxc3 [7.Qxc3? Stalemate]
7...Kal 8.Qb2# 1-0

https://benkochess.wixsite.com/pbenkovic 38
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Queen vs Rook / Losing a Tempo

1.Qd4+! Kb8 2.Qh8+! Ka7
3.Qd8! Zugzwang Rh7 4.Qa5+
Kb8 5.Qe5+ Ka8 6.Qal+ Kb8
7.Qb1+ Ka8 8.Qxh7 1-0

https://benkochess.wixsite.com/pbenkovic
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Queen vs Rook and Pawn / Pawn on 7th rank - Draw

1.Qh8+ Kd7 2.Qg7 Rf6 3.Qg8
Rd6 4.Qb8 Rf6 5.Qb7+ Ke8
6.Qc8+ Kf7 7.Qh8 Rd6 %%

https://benkochess.wixsite.com/pbenkovic
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Queen vs Bishop and Knight / Theoretical Draw position

1.Kh2 Qe3 2.Kh1 Kf4 3.Kh2
Qel 4.Bh1 Qh4+ 5.Kgl Ke3
6.Bg2 Ke2 7.Bh1 Qel+ 8.Kh2
Kf1 9.Bg2+ Ke2 10.Bh1 Ke3
11.Bg2 %%

https://benkochess.wixsite.com/pbenkovic
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Queen vs Two Bishops / Theoretical Draw position

1.Qd7+ Kg8! [1...Bf7? 2.Kf5
Bc3 3.Qc7 Bal 4.Qa7 Bb2
5.Qb6 Ba3 6.Qd4+ Kf8 7.Qh8+
Ke7 8.Qe5+ Kf8 9.Kf6 Be8
10.Qc7 Bb2+ 11.Keb6 Ba3
12.Qf4+ Kg7 13.Qg3+ Bgb
14.Qxa3+-] 2.Qe6+ Kg7 3.Kf4
Bh7 4.Qd7+ Kg8 5.Qe8+ Kg7
6.Kgd Bgb >—)>

https://benkochess.wixsite.com/pbenkovic 42
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Queen vs Two Knights / Theoretical Draw position

1.Qb2+ Kf5 2.Qb5+ Kg6 3.Qa5
Ng5+ 4.Kf4 Nh5+ 5.Ke5 Nf7+
6.Ke6 Ng7+ 7.Ke7 Nf5+ 8.Kf8
N7d6 9.Qe5 Kg5 10.Kg8 Nc4
11.Qc3 Nce3 12.Kh7 Ng4=

https://benkochess.wixsite.com/pbenkovic 43
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Rook vs Knight / Theoretical Draw position

1.Kf6 Nh7+! [1...Kh8? 2.Re8
Kg8 3.Rd8+-] 2.Kg6 Nf8+
3.Kh6 Kh8 4.Rf7 Kg8 [4...Ne6?
5.Rf6+—] 5.Rg7+ Kh8 6.Rg1l
Nd7! [6...Nh7? 7.Kg6 Kg8
8.Rg2 Nf8+ 9.Kf6+ Kh8
10.Kf7+—; 6...Ne6 7.Kg6 Nf8+
8.Kf7 Nh7 9.Rg8#] 7.Kg6 Kg8
8.Rg2 Kf8 %-%

https://benkochess.wixsite.com/pbenkovic
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Rook vs Bishop / White to play and Win

1.Rc2 Bb3 2.Rb2! Be6 3.Re2
Bd7 [3...Bf7 4.Rf2 Be8 5.Rf8+—]
4.Rf2 Bc8 [4...Be6 5.Rf8+ Bc8
6.Rh8+—] 5.Rf8 Ka8 6.Rxc8#
1-0

https://benkochess.wixsite.com/pbenkovic
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Rook and Pawn vs Bishop / Theoretical Draw position

1.Rc7 Ba2 [1...Bb5? 2.7 Kg7
3.Kf5 Ba4 4.Rb7 Bd1 (4...Bc6
5.Ke61+—) 5.Ke6 Bh5 6.Rc7 Bg6
7.f8Q+! Kxf8 8.Kf6+—] 2.Rb7
Bc4 3.Ra7 Bb3 4.Kg6 Bc2+
5.Kg5 Bb3 6.f7 Kg7!! [6...Bxf7?
7.Kf6 Be8 8.Ra8+—] 7.f8Q+
Kxf8 8.Kf6 Kg8 9.Ra8+ Kh7
10.Rb8 Bc4 %%

https://benkochess.wixsite.com/pbenkovic
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Two Bishops / Checkmate

1.Kf5 Kd7 2.Bc5 Kc7 3.Ke6 Kb8
4.Bb6 [4.Kd77?? Stalemate]
4...Kc8 5.Kd6 Kb8 6.Kc6 Kc8
7.Bf5+ Kb8 8.Bc5 Ka8 9.Kb6
Kb8 10.Bd6+ Ka8 11.Be4it 1-0

47
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Bishop and Knight / Checkmate

1.Nf7+ Kg8 2.Be4 Kf8 3.Bh7!
Ke8 4.Ne5 Kd8 [4...Kf8 5.Nd7+
Ke8 6.Ke6 Kd8 7.Kd6 Ke8
8.Bgb+ Kd8 9.Nc5+-] 5.Keb Kc7
6.Nd7! Kc6 7.Bd3! Kc7 8.Bb5
Kb7 [8...Kd8 9.Nf6 Kc7 10.Nd5+
Kd8 11.Kd6+—] 9.Kd6 Kc8
10.Nf6 Kd8 11.Nd5 Kc8 12.Ke7
Kb7 13.Kd7 Kb8 14.Ba6 Ka7
15.Bc8 Kb8 16.Ne7 Ka7 17.Kc7
Ka8 18.Bb7+ Ka7 19.Nc6# 1-0

https://benkochess.wixsite.com/pbenkovic 48
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Two Knights / Theoretical Draw position

1.Nc4 Kh8 2.Ne5 Kg8 3.Nd7
[3.Nf7 Stalemate] 3...Kh8
4.Ng5 Kg8 5.Nf6+ Kf8!
[5...Kh8?? 6.Nf7#] 6.Neb+ Ke?7

https://benkochess.wixsite.com/pbenkovic
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Two Knights vs Pawn / Troitsky's endgame study

1.Kf7 Kh8 2.Kg6 Kg8 3.Ng7 Kf8
4.Kf6 Kg8 5.Ne6 Kh7 [5...Kh8
6.Kg6 Kg8 7.Ng4 h2 8.Nf6+ Khs
9.Ng5 h1Q 10.Nf7#] 6.Kg5 Kg8
7.Kg6 Kh8 8.Kf7 Kh7 9.Ng4 h2
10.Ng5+ Kh8 11.Ne5 h1Q
12.Ng6# 1-0

https://benkochess.wixsite.com/pbenkovic 50
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The End ©
Did you have fun? ©

| hope you enjoyed this endgame course
and learnt something new. This is just a
basic endgame book and | tried to show
you some important positions. | suggest
you study endgames often and it will
help you to make better results in your
practical games.

Petar Benkovic

Books by Benko Chess Publishing
> 50 Combinations > 50 Endgames > 50 Openings

() ©0C) &=s benkochess

https://benkochess.wixsite.com/pbenkovic
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